 Sociology/Women’s Studies 3901 – Women, Health and Medicine
WINTER 2008
Dr. P. Wakewich (RB 2021)

Office hours: T/Th 11:30-12:30;  ph. 343-8353;  email -  pam.wakewich@lakeheadu.ca)
Weekly Reading List and Schedule:

During the winter semester we will be exploring the social framing, experience and representations of a number of contemporary women’s health issues through the life course. The social construction of risk and the ‘risky female body’ for diverse groups of women in Canada will be our primary focus. In the latter section of the term we will turn our attention to globalization and women’s health and links between the global and the local.

Location of assigned reading materials (in brackets after entry):

Reserve readings will be available to photocopy at the circulation desk in the Patterson Library
Ejournal articles are available on LU library website for download
*pdf files will be posted under the daily entry for you on the Web CT to download
January  10 –  Introduction to Winter Term Themes 
January 15 – The Social Construction of Risk, Women’s Bodies and Health
January 17 – The Hungry Body

Reading: Lupton, D. “Food, the Family and Childhood” (reserve reading)
January 22 – The Hungry Body, Cont’d

Reading:  Wakewich, P. “Contours of Everyday Life” (reserve reading) 
Bring in a magazine ad representing some aspect of body image  for class discussion

January 24 – The Aging Body
Reading: Ballard, Elston and Gabe “Beyond the Mask: Women’s Experiences of Public and Private Ageing …” (*pdf )
January 29 –  The Midlife Body -  Menopause, Normative Aging and the HRT Debate
Reading: Lock, M. “Anomalous Ageing: Managing the Menopausal Body”  Body & Society 4(1):36-51, 1998 (ejournal)
January 31 – The Midlife Body – Breasted Experience and Breast Cancer

Reading: Young, Iris “Breasted Experience” (reserve reading)
February 5 –  The Midlife Body – Redefining the Issue – The Breast Cancer Movement
Reading: Kaufert, P. “Women, Resistance and the Breast Cancer Movement” (reserve reading)
February 7 – The Midlife Body: Women and Heart Disease
Reading: Gholizadeh and Davidson “More Similarities than Differences” Health Care for Women International 29(1):3-22, 2008. (ejournal)
February 12 – The Non-Conformist Body: Transgender and Transsexual Health
Guest Speakers: David Ivany and Alex Heger, LU Pride
Reading: White and Goldberg “Expanding Our Understanding of Violence Against Transpeople” (*pdf )
February 14 – Violence Against Women

Reading: Tower “Intimate Partner Violence and the Health Care Response” Health Care for Women International 28(5):438-452. (ejournal)
February 19 and 21 – Reading Week – No Classes

February 26 – Women, Addictions and Mental Health
Reading: TBA
February 28 - Women and HIV/AIDS

Reading: Csete, Joanne “Vectors, Vessels and Victims”: HIV/AIDS and Women’s Human Rights in Canada” (*pdf )
Guest Speaker: Thunder Bay AIDS Committee
March 4 – The Reproducing Body - Childbirth and Midwifery

Reading: Bourgeault, I. “Delivering the ‘New’ Canadian Midwifery” Sociology of Health & Illness 22(2):172-196, 2000. (ejournal)
March 6 –  The Cultural Politics of  Fertility – Teen Sexuality

Reading: Cherrington and Breheny “Politicizing Dominant Discursive Constructions about Teenage Pregnancy” Health 9(1):89-111, 2005. .  (ejournal)
March 11 – The Cultural Politics of Fertility – Contraception, Abortion and Reproductive Rights 

Reading: Boyle and McEvoy “Putting Abortion in Social Context: Northern Irish Women’s Experiences of Abortion in England” Health 2(3):283-304, 1998.  (ejournal)
March 13 – The Cultural Politics of  Fertility – the NRT Debate

Reading: Grant, K. “The New Reproductive Technologies: Boon or Bane?” (reserve reading)
Film : NFB “Making Perfect Babies”

TERM PAPER DUE IN CLASS
March 18– The Cultural Politics of  ‘Overpopulation’ and Development

Reading: Avorti and Walters “You Just Look at Our Work and See if You Have Any Freedom on Earth” Social Science & Medicine 48:1123-1133, 1999 (ejournal); and Warner “Outsourced Wombs” NY Times 3 Jan 2008 (*pdf).
March 20 – Globalization and Women’s Health
Doyal, “Women, Health and Global Restructuring” (*pdf)

March 25 – Globalization and Women’s Health, Cont’d
Reading: IWHC “Top Ten Wins for Women’s Health in 2006” (*pdf)
March 27 – Linking the Global and the Local
Reading: Ontario Women’s Health Status Report, Chapter 27 “Rural and Northern Women” (*pdf )
April 1 – New Directions in Women’s Health Research and Policy
April 3 – Closing Thoughts and handout of  FINAL TAKE HOME EXAM 
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